Introduced by Council Member Morgan and Co-sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Carter, Hazouri and Brosche:  


RESOLUTION 2018-432
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING GERALDINE “GERRIE” DAWKINS ATKINSON FOR HER YEARS OF DEDICATION TO PRESERVE THE TREE CANOPY AND PARKS IN THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Geraldine “Gerrie” Dawkins Atkinson planted roots in the Jacksonville community with her family in 1960, among the first residents of Fort Caroline Club Estates.  Gerrie Atkinson cared for her family, was active in her community and also served others as an employee of the City of Jacksonville Public Library until her retirement; and

WHEREAS, for many years, Gerrie Atkinson has been an engaged citizen, working with the Greater Arlington Civic Council and the Arlington-Beaches Citizens Planning and Advisory Committee (CPAC). However, Mrs. Atkinson is most well-known for her efforts in maintaining and enhancing the city’s tree canopy and for her advocacy in support of neighborhood parks; and

WHEREAS, through tireless activism, Gerrie Atkinson was instrumental in the creation of the Fort Caroline Playground in her neighborhood. Mrs. Atkinson volunteered her time to nurture the park, planting oak trees and watering them herself, in the hopes that a shaded canopy would grace the park in time. Gerrie Atkinson once defied tree trimmers and their chainsaws to preserve the park’s growing tree canopy; and
WHEREAS, Gerrie Atkinson dedicated countless hours of her time to clean up litter and downed tree limbs so children could play in the park safely. She has been a constant presence in the park, providing wisdom and guidance to the children who come to play. Mrs. Atkinson encouraged the City to provide funding for park enhancements such as the construction of a pavilion and the installation of playground equipment; and

 WHEREAS, in 2008, the Fort Caroline Playground was officially renamed as “Gerrie’s Park” to honor Mrs. Atkinson, who has nurtured the park, cultivated the oak canopy and enriched the lives of children; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends Geraldine “Gerrie” Dawkins Atkinson for her years of dedication to preserving and improving the city’s tree canopy and parks. Mrs. Atkinson’s civic dedication to the neighborhood and the community are an inspiration to all.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Colleen Hampsey, City Council Research
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